THE TREATY OF  PARIS              105
could they have done, exiled, scattered, moneyless, aban-
doned by all Europe? Louis had restricted himself to
waiting. And now, without having raised a finger or had
a shot fired, he found himself King of France, recalled by
the nobles, acclaimed by the populace, awaited with
equal impatience by the repentant former revolutionaries
and the allied sovereigns as the only man who could make
peace. For he was the King, by virtue of an ancient law
still recognized by the majority of the people.
An intoxicating triumph, and also a formidable triall
Would he lose his head and imagine that he had defeated
the Revolution, subjugated Europe, and reconquered his
kingdom single-handed? If that had been the case, he
would have listened to the royalists surrounding him,
refused the Constitution, and re-established absolutism,
thereby ruining France and Europe. Would he show him-
self skillful and clever, in the worldly sense so admired by
his historians? In that case, knowing that he was still only
a shadow King without a vestige of power, he would have
accepted the Senate's Constitution, courted Talleyrand,
Alexander, the Allies, and the liberal and revolutionary
opinion, of whose favor he might still stand in need. But
he would have made a promise that coujd easily have been
broken; once in power, he could have revoked the Con-
stitution at the first opportunity on the grounds of ille-
gality. The Senate was a creation of. the Revolution, a
phantom legality; now that the Revolution was dying, the
Senate had no authority to grant the liberty to France
which the militant and triumphant Revolution had never
given her. The greatness of Louis XVIII lay in the fact
that he did not attribute his return to his own efforts,
to the Allies, or to'Talleyrand, but to the resurrected
principle of which he was symbol. By identifying himself
with that principle, he became, during the two or three
weeks needed to carry out the decisive steps, a unique
figure in history, almost legendary, yet necessary to the
safety of the world. His position was that of a shadow